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OTLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1950. 

SECTION  I 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Total  births  during  1950  at  170  are  lower  than  in  1949,  when  the  total 
was  182.  The  birth  rate,  148,  is  lower  than  the  previous  year  and  is  again 
somewhat  lower  than  the  aggregate  of  Urban  Districts,  the  Administrative 
County  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  for  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole. 

Deaths 

There  were  160  deaths  referable  to  the  Otley  Urban  District  during  1950 
compared  to  140  in  1949.  The  increase  is  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by 
a  rise  in  the  deaths  from  heart  disease.  The  crude  death  rate  of  139  per  1,000 
population  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  higher 
than  in  the  aggregate  of  Urban  Districts,  the  West  Riding  Administrative 
County  and  in  England  and  Wales.  The  death  rate  when  adjusted  in 
accordance  with  the  age  constitution  of  the  population  is  reduced  to  12-8, 
which  is  almost  exactly  the  same  as  the  figure  for  the  aggregate  of  Urban 
Districts.  These  figures  mean  that  the  increased  number  of  deaths  and  the 
higher  death  rate  are  due  to  the  larger  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  town 
rather  than  to  any  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the  population. 

The  Table  showing  causes  of  deaths  follows  the  new  nomenclature  laid 
down  in  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of  diseases,  injuries  and 
causes  of  death  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  first  time  in  his 
figures  for  1950.  The  figures  are  therefore  not  strictly  comparable  with 
previous  years.  The  first  five  items  are  various  forms  of  cancer,  and  the 
figures  show  little  change.  The  item  “  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System  ”  includes  deaths  which  were  previously  shown  as  “  Intracranial 
Vascular  Lesions  ”  (Apoplexy).  Heart  diseases  have  been  divided  into 
coronary  disease,  hypertension  with  heart  disease,  and  other  heart  diseases. 
These  conditions  are  the  most  common  cause  of  death.  The  figures  show 
a  considerable  rise — 81  deaths  in  1950  compared  to  54  in  1949. 

StillbsrtBis 

There  were  only  3  stillbirths  during  the  year  compared  to  9  in  1949 
and  5  in  1948.  The  stillbirth  rate  is  therefore  reduced  to  17  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths. 

Infamif  Mortality 

During  the  year  1950  there  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
and  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  therefore  nil.  It  must  again  be  emphasised 
that  such  a  result  in  a  small  community  does  not  justify  comparison  with 
the  figures  in  large  communities.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
record  that  for  two  years  the  infant  mortality  rate  has  been  low. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

2,934 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population 

.  .  ,  , 

.  , 

1 1,480 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  •  •  • 

3.994 

Rateable  Value 

.  . 

473,323 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  . 

.  . 

/  285 

II.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

84 

81 

.  .  165 

Illegitimate  .  . 

2 

3 

.  .  5 

Total 

86 

84 

.  .  170 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population — 148. 

Adjusted  ,, 

15' 0. 

Stillbirths: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

9 

Illegitimate  .  . 

— 

1 

l 

Total 

1  _•  • 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths — 17. 

Deaths : 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

78 

82 

.  .  160 

Crude  corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . 

13-9 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

12-8 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

.  . 

0T7 

Death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  all  forms.. 

.  . 

0-17 

Death  rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  excluding  T.B. 

0-78* 

Death  rate  from  Cancer 

.  , 

1  92 

Death  rate  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

7  06 

*  Including  Influenza. 

Infant  Mortality — Nil. 

Causes  of  Death  Table: 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System.  . 

2 

— 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

—  .  . 

3 

o 

.  .  6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

—  .  . 

1 

i 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  6 

6 

12 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

.14 

1 1 

.  .  *5 

Coronary  Disease,  angina 

8 

7 

15 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

6 

8 

Other  Heart  Disease 

21 

35 

56 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

2 

— ■ 

9 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

9 

—  .  . 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

4 

rr 

.  .  i 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

4 

10 

Accidents  other  than  involving  motor  vehicles  — 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes  .  . 

78 

82 

.  .  160 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Otley 

LTrban 

District 

Aggregate  of 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  Estimated 
Population  .  . 

148 

15  9 

16  3 

158 

Death  Rate 

All  per  1,000  Estimated 
Population. 

All  causes 

13  9 

12-4 

1P8 

116 

Infective  and  Paralytic 
Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  but  including 
Svphilis  and  other 
Venereal  Diseases  .  . 

0  10 

o-io 

t 

Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System 

017 

0-26 

• 

0-26 

0-32 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

0  04 

0  04 

0  04 

Respiratory  Diseases* 

0-78 

P26 

118 

t 

(excludingT  uberculosis 
of  the  Respiratory 
System) . 

Cancer  .  . 

P92 

P94 

P83 

P99 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases 

7-06 

4-66 

439 

t 

Infant  Mortality 

— 

33 

35 

30 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

095 

0-98 

0-86 

*  Including  Influenza, 
f  Figures  not  available. 


SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
I.  Introduction. 

The  year  1950  must  be  regarded  as  a  year  of  disappointment.  After 
2\  years  the  National  Health  Service  might  have  been  expected  to  have 
got  over  its  teething  troubles  and  settled  into  its  stride.  One  would  have 
expected  that  close  co-operation  between  the  three  parts  of  the  service 
would  have  been  achieved,  and  that  every  step  would  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  overlapping.  Unfortunately,  this  expectation  has  not  materialised  ; 
the  Local  Health  Services,  having  had  the  dice  loaded  against  them,  are 
struggling  for  survival  and  are  hard  put  to  resist  the  growing  encroachment 
into  spheres  of  activity  where  previously  they  were  unchallenged.  The  handicap 
which  domiciliary  midwifery  suffers  owing  to  the  provision  of  unlimited  free 
hospital  beds  for  normal  midwifery,  and  the  competition  which  the 
Local  Health  Authority  Antenatal  Clinics  have  to  face,  are  illustrations  of 
overlapping  and  lack  of  co-operation.  Much  closer  liaison  and  a  full  and 
proper  use  of  all  services  available  is  the  paramount  need  at  present,  and  it  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  1951  will  see  some  progress  towards  this  ideal. 

IT.  Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  responsible  for  the  Ilkley  Urban 
District  and  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District,  and  is  a  Divisional  Medical  Officer 


administering  the  Local  Health  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Act.  In  practice,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  important 
work  of  environmental  hygiene,  informing  and  consulting  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  necessary.  No  changes  of  staff  have  occurred  during  the 
year,  except  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  again 
single  -  handed,  the  student  having  resigned.  One  Sanitary  Inspector, 
unassisted,  can,  given  good  health,  cope  with  the  absolutely  essential  duties, 
but  he  has  to  leave  much  work  undone  which  could  and  should  be  done  for 
the  benefit  of  the  health  of  the  town. 

III.  Ambulance  Service 

Transport  by  ambulance  for  general  medical  and  surgical  cases, 
for  accidents  and  for  infectious  cases  is  provided  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Ambulance  Service.  The  year  has  seen  a  notable  improvement  and  no 
complaints  have  been  brought  to  my  notice.  Arrangements  are  made  by 
the  Ambulance  Control  Depot  at  Birkenshaw,  Bradford,  and  by  the  local 
depot  at  Guiseley.  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy 
and  helpfulness  of  the  staff  at  these  depots. 

IV.  Laboratory  Services 

No  change  in  laboratory  arrangements  has  been  made.  Chemical 
analyses  are  made  by  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Jaffe,  Public  Analysts, 
Bradford,  and  bacteriological  examinations  and  other  tests  are  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield. 

V.  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes 

Accident  and  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Otley,  where  gradual  re-organisation  and  improvement 
is  in  process.  Infectious  diseases  are  sent  to  Seacroft  Hospital,  Leeds, 
the  Fever  Hospital,  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  and  the  Harrogate,  Knares- 
borough  and  Wetherby  Hospital. 

Four  Gables  Nursing  Home,  Horsforth,  was  taken  over  during  the 
year,  and  St.  Winifred’s  Nursing  Home,  Ilkley,  was  re-opened  in  December, 
1950  ;  both  for  normal  midwifery.  Most  Otley  mothers  are  admitted  to  the 
maternity  wards  of  the  General  Hospital.  The  position  as  regards  beds  for 
normal  maternity  cases  is  that  now  any  woman  who  wishes  to  do  so  can 
have  her  baby  in  a  hospital  regardless  of  social  or  home  conditions.  By  contrast, 
to  obtain  a  bed  for  an  aged  person  when  ill  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty. 
The  comparatively  great  increase  in  accommodation  for  normal  maternity 
cases  is  bound  to  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service  maintained  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

VI.  Midwifery 

One  midwife  lives  in  Otley  and  carries  out  domiciliary  midwifery  in 
the  town  and  surrounding  rural  district.  She  is  relieved  when  off  duty  by  the 
district  nurse-midwife  at  Burley,  while  the  relief  district  nurse-midwife  is 
available  if  needed. 

In  spite  of  the  handicap  placed  upon  domiciliary  midwifery  by  the 
very  generous  provision  of  free  hospital  accommodation  for  normal  cases 
and  the  consequent  financial  inducement  to  the  mother  to  have  her  baby 
in  hospital,  exactly  the  same  number  of  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Otley 
midwife  in  1950  as  in  1949.  This  result  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  personality 
of  the  midwife  and  to  her  excellent  standard  of  work. 


Cases  attended 

1950 

1949 

By  Otley  Midwife 

42 

42 

By  Relief  District  Nurse/Midwife 
Visits  paid 

9 

*mi  •  • 

— 

Antenatal 

264 

298 

Postnatal  .  . 

842 

834 
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In  addition,  the  relief  District  Nurse/Midwiie  paid  368  visits,  of  which 
50  were  in  the  Otley  district. 

Although  these  figures  indicate  no  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  the 
services  of  the  domiciliary  midwife,  it  is  unlikely  that  this  demand  will  be 
maintained.  General  Practitioners  are  so  busy  that  very  few  are  anxious  to 
encourage  home  confinements.  A  change  of  midwife  in  the  district  might 
cause  a  substantial  reduction  in  domiciliary  midwifery. 

The  services  of  the  family  doctor  were  required  and  medical  aid 
notices  issued  in  7  cases.  Twenty-two  cases  received  gas  and  air  analgesia, 
but  a  number  of  other  women  were  given  trilene  anaesthesia  by  their  own 
doctor.  This  anaesthetic  is  not  yet  available  for  administration  by  midwives. 
During  the  year  the  administration  of  Pethidine  by  midwives  has  been 
adopted  and  extensively  used. 

VII.  Home  Nursing 

Two  Home  Nurses  are  based  on  Otley  and  deal  with  the  town  and 
surrounding  parishes  of  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District.  The  two  nurses  relieve 
each  other  and  can  call  upon  the  Relief  District  Nurse/Midwife  in  case  of 
need.  • 

Home  Nursing  Visits  Paid  1950  1949 

By  the  Otley  Nurses  .  .  .  .  4,810  .  .  4,638 

In  addition,  the  Relief  District  Nurse/Midwife  paid  1,684  visits, 
of  which  a  small  proportion  was  to  patients  in  Otley. 

VIII.  Antenatal  Care 

In  Otley,  antenatal  care  of  the  expectant  mother  is  provided  by  the 
family  doctor,  by  the  General  Hospital,  Otley,  where  two  antenatal  clinics 
per  week  are  held,  and  also,  as  in  the  past,  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
Where  three  different  authorities  are  providing  antenatal  care,  overlapping 
could  only  be  prevented  by  very  close  liaison,  which  unfortunately  is  lacking. 
The  antenatal  work  of  the  family  doctor  and  the  hospital  is  clinical,  whereas 
the  work  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  antenatal  clinic  is  primarily  educational 
and  aims  to  teach  the  mother  how  to  care  for  her  health  during  pregnancy  ; 
how  to  conduct  herself  during  labour  and  how  to  manage  her  baby  when  it 
has  been  born.  Given  close  co-operation  between  the  authorities  concerned 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  working  out  a  scheme  whereby  mothers, 
especially  those  having  their  first  baby,  should  be  able  to  take  advantage  of 
the  educational  facilities  provided  at  the  antenatal  clinic  without  any 
encroachment  upon  the  clinical  interests  of  the  doctor  or  hospital.  Such  a 
scheme  unfortunately  does  not  exist  and  there  is  much  overlapping  and  waste 
of  effort  and  money. 


Otley  Antenatal  Clinic 

Number  of  women  attended  during 

1950 

1949 

the  year 

60 

.  , 

61 

Total  number  of  attendances 

219 

190 

These  figures  show  a  small  increase  in  attendances. 

A  clinic  for  antenatal  exercises  for  expectant  mothers  is  held  at  the 
clinic  at  Otley  once  a  week.  Teaching  on  the  lines  recommended  by 
Dr.  Grantley  Dick  Read  is  given  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
Fifty- four  women  attended  during  1950. 

IX.  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at  the  Licks,  Otley,  has  been  very  busily 
employed.  During  some  eight  months  of  the  year  ultra-violet  light  clinics 
are  held  twice  a  week.  A  minor  ailment  clinic  for  school  children  is  held 
daily  during  term  time.  Two  antenatal  clinics  are  held  per  month  and 
antenatal  exercises  and  remedial  exercise  classes  are  held  weekly.  A  very 
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well  attended  child  welfare  clinic  is  held  once  a  week  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
The  clinic  hut  is  also  used  by  the  School  Dental  Officer  when  he  is  working 
in  the  area. 

Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 

Number  of  Children  Total  Attendances 

attending  Under  one  year  Over  one  rear 

514  ^  2,356  '  1,515 


X.  Health  Visitors 

As  indicated  in  the  previous  section,  a  considerable  expansion  of  the 
Health  Visitors’  work  has  occurred  during  the  year.  There  have  been  several 
changes  in  personnel,  but  throughout  the  year  there  has  been  an  average 
of  Health  Visitors  for  the  Urban  District.  This  is  substantially  more 
than  in  previous  years  and  it  has  made  possible  the  considerable  expansion 
of  work  at  the  clinic  and  has  also  enabled  the  Health  Visitors  to  pay  more 
visits  to  homes. 

An  enquiry  as  to  how  many  Otley  mothers  breast  feed  their  children 
shows  that  out  of  160  infants  investigated,  in  34  breast  feeding  was  never 
established,  in  73  cases  breast  feeding  was  given  up  before  the  end  of  the 
third  month  and  in  53  cases  breast  feeding  was  maintained  until  other  foods 
could  be  substituted. 

XI.  Day  Nurseries 

Throughout  the  year  the  Day  Nursery  at  Otley  remained  a  non-training 
nursery.  The  staff  has  been  re-organised  and  put  upon  a  proper  basis. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  started  on  the  external  decoration 
and  improvement  of  the  surroundings  of  the  nursery.  When  the  buildings 
and  their  surroundings  have  been  improved,  and  with  a  staff  in  accordance 
with  accepted  standards,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  obtain  approval  for 
the  Otley  Nursery  to  be  recognised  as  a  training  nursery.  The  nursery  has 
been  fully  used  during  the  year  and  a  definite  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  training  at  the  nursery  can  be  recorded. 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  Average  Daily  Attendance 

0 — 2  2—5  0—2  '  2—5 

12  27  7  20 

XII.  Domestic  Helps 

During  the  year  1950  the  Home  Help  Service  had  a  heavy  setback. 
During  1949  the  demand  for  Home  Help  increased  rapidly,  and  so  did  the 
number  of  women  willing  to  serve  as  Home  Helps. 

As  a  result  this  Division,  as  well  as  nearly  every  other  medical  division 
in  the  West  Riding,  was  exceeding  its  authorised  establishment.  Peremptory 
orders  were  issued  to  institute  drastic  cuts,  and  resulted  in  the  disruption  of 
the  organisation  built  up  over  two  years.  Many  Home  Helps,  being  under¬ 
employed,  resigned  to  seek  more  remunerative  employment,  and  the  Divisional 
Office  had  a  difficult  and  unpleasant  time  in  having  to  refuse  many  urgent 
and  justifiable  appeals  for  home  help.  In  July,  1950,  the  establishment  of 
Home  Helps  for  this  Division  was  increased  from  6  to  10,  and  it  was 
possible  to  start  to  rebuild  the  service.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  situation 
had  been  restored  ;  a  new  staff  of  Home  Helps  had  been  recruited  and  the 
service  had  been  placed  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  A  comparison  of  the  figures 
for  1949  and  1950  shows  a  substantial  increase  in  1950  in  the  provision  of 
Home  Help  for  the  Aged. 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  as  at  31st  December,  1949 — 21 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  31st  December,  1950 — 20 
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Number  of  Cases  provided  with  Home  Help  during  the  year. 


Ill . 

Lying-in 

Expectant  Mothers 
Aged 

Children 

•  • 

1949 

51 

31 

2 

15 

1950 

41 

37 

2 

56 

3 

Total 

99 

139 

XIII.  School  Medical  Service 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  regularly  during 
term  time  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  and  frequent  visits  to 
schools  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors.  A  daily  minor  ailment  clinic  for 
school  children  is  held  during  term  time. 


SECTION  III 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  year  1950  was  on  the  whole  cold  and  wet,  with  very  few  fine  days 
except  in  early  June.  The  standard  of  health  of  the  district  throughout  the 
year  has  been  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  a  somewhat  higher  death  rate. 
No  epidemic  occurred,  and  whooping  cough  was  the  most  prevalent  of  the 
infectious  diseases,  but  the  incidence  of  this  disease  was  spread  over  the 
whole  year. 

Having  survived  a  very  dry  year  like  1949  without  serious  inconvenience, 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  in  a  wet  year  the  water  supplies  of  Otley  would 
give  no  cause  for  anxiety. 

The  scheme  to  improve  the  sewerage  of  the  developing  housing  area  to 
the  north  of  the  river  still  remains  in  the  planning  stage.  Work  on  the  scheme 
to  extend  the  sewer  up  the  Bradford  Road  beside  Ellar  Ghyll  is  expected 
to  commence  early  in  the  New  Year. 

Owing  to  slow  building  the  housing  situation  shows  no  improvement. 
Housing  may  be  regarded  as  the  key  to  open  the  door  to  an  advancement 
in  public  health.  Not  only  is  bad  housing  in  itself  detrimental  to  good  health, 
but  those  who  have  to  put  up  with  the  discomforts  and  unpleasantness  of 
bad  housing  conditions  are  naturally  not  very  readily  amenable  to  health 
education.  It  is  not  easy  for  the  Health  Visitor,  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Medical 
Officer  to  urge  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene  to  a  family  living  under  conditions 
of  overcrowding  and  deplorably  bad  housing.  The  most  important  step  that 
could  be  made  towards  an  improvement  in  the  public  health  would  be  a 
rapid  improvement  of  the  housing  position.  It  would  be  optimistic  to  expect 
such  an  improvement.  In  Otley,  building  development  up  the  Bradford  Road 
has  almost  been  completed  and  future  expansion  will  be  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  where  some  suitable  land  is  still  available.  There  is,  however, 
a  considerable  area  of  slum  property  which  should  be  cleared  and  rebuilt, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  can  ever  be  effected  if  the  inhabitants  are 
to  be  rehoused  in  semi-detached  houses.  The  possibility  of  building  terrace 
houses  and  blocks  of  flats  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 
This  suggestion,  which  has  been  a  matter  for  recent  discussion,  is  reinforced 
by  the  figures  for  completed  buildings  in  the  Otley  Urban  District. 

1948  Houses  completed — 50  permanent,  50  pre-fabricated. 

1949  ,,  ,,  56 

1950  „  „  24 

These  figures  suggest  that  a  new  approach  to  the  housing  problem  is 
needed  and  that  some  means  for  providing  more  and  cheaper  houses  is  of 
paramount  importance. 
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SECTION  IV 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  1 950  a  total  of  204  infectious  diseases  were  notified.  This  compares 
favourably  with  the  346  notifications  received  in  1949.  The  difference  is 
almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  the  absence  of  a  measles  epidemic  during 
the  year.  Whooping  cough  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease, 
followed  by  pneumonia  and  food  poisoning.  Infectious  disease  has,  in  fact, 
given  very  little  trouble  and  anxiety  during  the  year. 

Measles 

Only  15  cases  were  recorded,  in  comparison  with  188  notifications  in 
1949.  In  1948  there  were  only  three  cases  of  measles.  Measles  is  a  disease 
which  becomes  epidemic  as  soon  as  it  has  the  opportunity,  and  this  only  occurs 
when  a  sufficient  non-immune  population  has  accumulated.  There  is  thus 
an  epidemic  which  affects  a  high  proportion  of  the  young  children,  and  of 
those  who  escaped  the  previous  epidemic.  A  lull  of  some  two  years  then 
occurs,  until  conditions  are  favourable  and  a  sufficient  number  of  non-immunes 
has  accumulated. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  98  cases  in  1950,  compared  to  65  in  1949.  The  cases  were 
spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  year.  Whooping  cough  is  an  infectious 
disease,  but  at  present  tends  to  be  endemic  rather  than  epidemic. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  14  cases  in  1950,  compared  to  9  in  1949.  This  disease 
remains  mild  in  character  and  shows  no  tendency  to  become  epidemic. 

Diphtheria 

Only  one  case  was  notified  and  this  was  not  confirmed. 

Poliomyelitis 

Four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported  and  the  diagnosis  confirmed 
in  three  cases. 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Three  cases  were  notified  from  one  family.  The  illness  was  fortunately 
not  severe.  Investigations  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  the  infection. 
No  other  cases  were  reported  in  the  district. 

Food  Poisoning 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  ;  many  of  these 
were  of  a  trivial  nature.  Some  were  very  probably  due  to  infection  with  the 
bacillus  of  Sonne  dysentery. 

Dysentery 

Six  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified.  This  undoubtedly  does  not  repre¬ 
sent  the  situation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  Sonne  dysentery 
was  very  prevalent  all  over  the  North  of  England.  In  many  cases  the  symptoms 
are  mild  and  the  diagnosis  can  only  be  made  by  investigation  of  specimens 
of  faeces.  Many  cases  therefore  are  liable  to  remain  unrecognised.  The  disease 
can  be  very  troublesome  in  a  school  or  nursery,  and  adults  as  well  as  children 
may  become  infected. 
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MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Poliomyelitis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Food  Poisoning  .  . 

Dysentery.  . 

Paratyphoid 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Diphtheria 

Totals  .  . 

1 1 


TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Age  unknown 


SECTION  V 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at 
1/1/50  .  .  .  .  .  . 

55 

35 

25 

18 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  for 
first  time  in  1950 

7 

4 

1 

o 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register 

_■ 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added  to  Register 
other  than  by  notification 

( e )  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register 

28 

16 

17 

5 

(/)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register 

34 

23 

9 

15 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1950 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

0  —  5  . 
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_  _ 
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_  — 

11—20  . 
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41—60  . 

3 

— 

1 

Over  60 

3 

1 

—  :  — 

Totals 

7 

4 

1  1  2 

The  figures  of  new  cases  notified  are  slightly  higher  than  in  1949. 
In  1950  there  were  7  male  and  4  female  new  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  1  male  and  2  female  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  As  pointed 
out  elsewhere  in  this  report,  fluctuations  are  bound  to  occur  in  a  town  with 
a  small  population  and  no  real  improvement  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
can  be  expected  until  there  is  a  substantial  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
housing,  particularly  for  the  less  provident  and  lower  paid  section  of  the 
community.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  no  fewer  than  66  cases 
were  removed  from  the  Register.  This  was  achieved  by  a  revision  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Register,  which  was  admittedly  overdue,  and  which  has  not 
been  undertaken  before  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  Of  the  66  cases  removed 
from  the  Register,  6  males  and  1  female  case  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
have  died  ;  9  male  and  5  female  pulmonary,  and  3  male  and  3  female  non- 
pulmonary  cases  have  left  the  district,  and  11  male  and  9  female  pulmonary, 
the  13  male  and  2  female  non-pulmonary  cases  have  recovered.  Two  male 
pulmonary,  1  female  pulmonary  and  1  male  non-pulmonary,  changed 
diagnosis. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  afforded  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee.  The  unfailing  help  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  Mr.  Harwood,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  of  the 
other  officers  of  the  Council,  have  been  of  very  great  assistance  to  me. 

1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  W.  PROCTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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OTLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1950 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration 
mv  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1950. 

The  data  which  follows  gives  a  brief  review  of  the  work  of  my  department 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in  your  district  during  my  third  year 
of  office. 

Again  I  have  to  report  a  busy  year,  when  routine  inspections  have 
perforce  been  neglected  ;  but  despite  this  at  all  times  prompt  attention  has 
been  given  to  complaints,  nuisance  abatement,  infectious  disease  enquiries 
and  the  control  of  infectious  disease. 

On  the  matter  of  routine  inspection  it  must  be  said  that  these  are  not 
receiving  the  attention  they  should.  Inspection  of  bakehouses,  fried  fish  shops, 
food  preparing  premises,  dairies,  shops,  factories,  petroleum  stores,  etc., 
are  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  single-handed  I  cannot  make  these 
a  routine  task. 

Attempts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  improve  the  refuse  collection 
service,  with,  it  can  be  fairly  stated,  some  success,  but  yet  not  to  the  ideal 
of  an  unfailing  seven-day  service. 

The  provision  of  dustbins  and  the  possibility  of  a  “  municipal  bin  scheme  ” 
was,  in  view  of  the  present  legal  aspect,  considered,  but  the  Council  concluded 
that  for  the  time  being  it  was  not  opportune  to  make  a  decision  on  the  matter. 

However,  despite  difficulties,  the  work  of  the  department  has  been 
interesting  and  I  would  here  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  kindly  support  and  help  throughout  the  year  and 
to  couple  with  that  my  thanks  to  Dr.  R.  A.  W.  Procter,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  help 
throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


HOUSING 


H.  R.  WHITAKER. 


House  building  progress  during  the  year  resulted  in  the  erection  by  the 
Otley  Urban  District  Council  of  24  permanent  type  houses.  No  houses  were 
provided  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise. 

Despite  the  fact  that  house  building  in  Otley  over  the  past  three  years 
has  seen  the  provision  of  180  dwellings  (100 — 1948;  56 — 1949  ;  24 — 1950), 
there  seems  to  be  no  indication  of  an  inroad  into  the  housing  application  list, 
which  still  stood  at  over  700  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Again  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  many  houses  in  the  Urban  area,  are 
through  lack  of  maintenance,  fast  becoming  “slum  clearance”  properties. 
This  was  emphasised  during  the  year  when  a  survey  of  90  dwelling  houses 
was  taken.  Of  these,  88  were  found  to  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 
1  hese  properties  are  of  a  very  poor  type  and  in  a  most  indifferent  state  of 
repair  and  only  the  most  urgent  repairs  are  being  done  so  as  to  avoid 
unreasonable  expense  to  the  owner.  On  the  other  hand,  the  tenant  feels  he 
has  a  right  to  reasonable  living  conditions.  A  further  aspect  of  course  is 
that  the  Local  Authority  is  unable  to  rehouse  the  tenants  of  these  houses 
and  is  so  debarred  from  taking  clearance  area  and  demolition  action. 
No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  getting  owners  of 
property  to  do  repairs,  but  it  must  be  emphasised  that  the  repairs  for  which 
the  Local  Authority  can  take  action  are  for  the  remedy  of  defects  and  not 
for  maintenance  (such  as  painting,  etc.)  or  improvement. 
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The  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  area  is  not  known  and  indeed  would 
be  difficult  to  find  out.  The  method  of  application  for  Council  houses  does 
help  to  show  the  position,  and  all  cases  of  apparent,  alleged  or  “  claimed  ” 
overcrowding  are  investigated.  It  is  disturbing  to  note  the  number  of  persons 
having  to  live  with  “  in-laws  ”  or  with  other  families,  and  their  distress  is 
not  relieved  by  simply  telling  them  that  they  are  not  “  legally  ”  overcrowded. 

The  Showfield  hutments  continued  to  be  used  throughout  1950.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  by  allocation  of  Council  houses,  the  number  of  hutments 
in  use  had  been  reduced  from  14  to  10. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1950 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district 

Number  of  back  to  back  houses  included  in  above 


1. 


3. 


5. 


0. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  For  housing  defects 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations 
( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 

(6)  Number  of  houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices . 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1936  . 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  by  owners  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

( c )  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

( d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936..  . 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Not 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  year 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

(d)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  by 
Local  Authority  (Permanent  type) 

(Temporary  type) 
by  private  enterprise 

Housing  Act,  1949 

Any  action  under  Section  20  (Grants  for  Improvements 
to  housing  accommodation) 


3,994 

172 


247 

271 

90 

123 

88 

9 


25 


Nil 

16 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Known 

None 

1 

11 


24 

Nil 

Nil 


None 
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CAMPING  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

All  camping  sites  and  moveable  dwellings  were  visited  during  the  year. 

Apart  from  illegal  camping  by  gypsy  families  no  nuisance  was  noted. 

Clarion  Clubhouse,  West  Chevin.  A  licensed  camping  site — with  provision 
for  a  maximum  of  50  campers.  At  no  time  during  the  year  has  the 
camp  been  used  to  capacity.  Three  moveable  dwellings  are  sited  on  the 
camp  (one  old  ’bus  body,  a  trailer  caravan  and  a  hutment).  Refuse 
removal  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Ilkley  Urban  District  Council  and 
a  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  made. 

White  House  Farm,  Chevin  side.  A  licensed  camping  site,  with  provision  for 
a  maximum  of  50  campers.  This  camping  site  is  without  an  approach 
road  and  is  therefore  used  for  hutments  only.  There  are  eight  of  these. 
During  the  year  repairs  were  made  to  the  canteen  hut  and  the  owner 
has  promised  to  paint  the  hut  externally  in  green  at  a  later  date. 

East  Busk  Lane  The  Orchard.  Two  moveable  dwellings  sited  on  this  land 
are  the  subjects  of  individual  licences.  The  licences  are  granted  for  a 
period  of  not  more  than  12  months,  renewable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Council.  One  of  the  dwellings  is  used  for  “  Full  Time  ”  living  accom¬ 
modation  and  the  other  for  summertime  only. 

Showheld.  A  trailer  caravan  is  sited  on  the  showfield  and  is  the  subject  of 
an  individual  licence.  Licence  is  granted  for  a  period  of  six  months  only 
or  may  be  terminated  by  the  Council  in  one  month’s  notice.  The  caravan 
is  used  for  full  time  living  accommodation. 

West  Riding  County  Council,  Highways  Dept.  Pool  Road.  This  land  was 
used  about  mid-year  by  gypsies.  The  site  is  not  suitable  and  is  not 
provided  with  water  or  sanitary  accommodation  or  means  of  disposal 
for  washing  water.  Action  taken  for  their  removal  (including  the 
notification  of  the  District  Highways  Engineer)  proved  effective. 

Bridge  End — Fair  Ground.  The  caravan  dwellers  using  the  Bridge  End 
Fair  Ground  were  all  provided  with  chemical  closets  and  took  their 
drinking  water  from  nearby  premises  (by  arrangement  with  the  owners). 
On  the  termination  of  the  fair  the  site  was  left  tidy.  This  type  of  moveable 
dwelling  is  outside  the  scope  of  licensing. 


NUISANCES 

The  investigation  of  nuisances  and  visits  to  check  on  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  accounted  for  a  total  of  1,614  inspections.  Of  740  nuisances  found 
during  the  year,  plus  15  outstanding  nuisances  from  1949,  746  were  abated 
at  the  31st  December,  1950,  thus  leaving  9  still  to  be  remedied. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  in  16  cases,  all  of  which  were  complied 
with  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisances. 


Informal  Notices  served .  740 

Informal  Notices  complied  with . - .  715 

Statutory  Notices  served . - .  16 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with .  16 

Legal  Proceedings . - .  Nil 


Works  carried  out  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  listed  herewith  : — 


Premises  (Repairs,  Improvements,  etc.) 

Roofs,  valley  gutters,  flashings,  etc .  16 

Chimney  stacks,  flues,  pots,  etc .  1 

Eaves  spouts .  10 

Fallpipes .  6 

Dampness  remedied .  1 
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W allplaster .  2 

Ceilings .  2 

Floors . i .  3 

Windows,  frames,  cords,  etc .  9 

Doors,  door  frames .  2 

Ovens,  fireranges,  grates,  etc .  2 

Sinks,  lavatory  basins  .  1 

Waste  pipes .  11 

Repairs  to  water  closets .  8 

Dustbins  provided .  73 

Verminous  houses  disinfested .  6 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  .  1 

Drainage 

Drains  repaired .  26 

Drains  relaid .  7 

Drains  laid .  1 

Drains  cleansed  and  stoppages  removed .  428 

Drain  tests .  2 

Gullies  renewed  or  provided .  2 

Inspection  chambers  constructed .  2 

Inspection  chambers  repaired .  3 

Cesspools  emptied .  10 

Shops 

Other  defects  remedied . - .  1 

General 

Premises  cleared  of  rats  and  mice .  48 

Offensive  matter  removed .  59 

Poultry  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  remedied .  3 


Total  . .  746 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  water  supply  is  derived  from  March  Ghvll  reservoir  and 
from  Gooseland  Spring  and  Borehole  and  from  Dades  Well.  Throughout  the 
year  this  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  control  of  the  supplies  is  maintained  by 
routine  sampling,  bacteriological  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Wakefield  and  the  chemical  samples  to  Messrs.  Richardson  & 
jaffe  (analysts),  Bradford.  Strict  check  is  also  kept  on  the  Ph.  value  of 
March  Ghvll  water  so  as  to  guard  against  the  possibility  plumbo-solvency. 
Of  6  bacteriological  samples,  2  samples  (from  Dades  Well,  which  is  classified 
as  a  rural  water  supply)  were  of  doubtful  purity.  This  water  has  now  been 
protected  at  the  source  and  there  is  therefore  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  water  will  now  be  free  from  contamination.  Nine  chemical  tests  of  town’s 
water  proved  satisfactory. 

The  Council’s  mains  supply  water  to  3,964  houses  and  30  houses  have 
private  water  supplies.  The  reason  for  retention  of  the  private  water  supply 
is  that  the  premises  are  either  too  isolated  or  at  too  great  a  height  to  be 
reached  by  our  existing  mains’  supply. 

Five  bacteriological  tests  of  private  water  supplies  were  taken  during 
the  year.  Improvements  were  made  to  one  private  supply  which,  on  sampling, 
had  been  shown  to  be  of  doubtful  purity.  One  other  source  of  private  supply 
was  also  shown  to  be  doubtful  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  owners  (on  the 
advice  of  this  department)  had  given  orders  for  a  new  pipe  line  to  the  house 
concerned. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE 


No  alteration  to  sewers  or  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  made 
during  the  year. 

Preparation  of  schemes  for  dealing  with  sewage  from  the  north  of  the 
river  are  still  going  on. 

The  total  number  of  closets  in  the  Urban  area  is  4,307,  of  which  4,238 
are  water  closets. 

Forty  premises  in  the  area  are  not  served  by  the  Council’s  sewers  because 
either  they  are  isolated  by  distance  from  the  sewer  or  in  such  a  position  as 
to  make  is  impossible  to  connect  them  to  the  sewer. 

The  premises  not  connected  to  sewers  are  in  the  main  catered  for  by 
means  of  pail  closets  or  are  provided  with  cesspools. 

During  the  year  the  contract  was  let  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer  up 
Bradford  Road  to  the  works  of  Messrs.  G.  L.  Murphy. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 

The  work  of  infectious  diseases  enquiry  and  the  disinfection  of  premises 
after  removal  of  infectious  disease  cases  to  the  isolation  hospital  has  throughout 
the  year  received  prompt  attention. 

Fifty-five  visits  were  made  for  infectious  disease  enquiry  and  9  premises 
(16  rooms)  fumigated.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  spraying  with  Formalin 
and  then  fumigating  with  Formaldehyde  gas. 

In  addition,  7  rooms  and  contents  were  fumigated  on  request  of  the 
occupiers,  following  deaths  from  malignant  disease. 

Infectious  disease  patients  from  this  area  were  taken  for  treatment  to 
either 

Seacroft  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Leeds. 

Leeds  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Bradford. 

Morton  Banks  Isolation  Hospital,  Keighley,  or 

Thistle  Hill  Hospital,  Knaresborough. 

DISINFESTATION 

This  is  a  term  applied  to  the  ridding  of  premises  of  insects  and  vermin, 
including  rats  and  mice.  During  the  year  it  has  been  necessary  to  deal  with 
one  case  of  fleas,  two  infestations  of  grain  weevil,  four  infestations  of  bugs 
and  48  rat  and  mouse  infestations.  Fleas  (Pulex  irritans).  Grain  Weevils 
(Calandra  Granaria)  and  bugs  (Cimex  Lectularius),  were  dealt  with  by 
spraying  and  fumigation  with  Gammexane  preparations.  In  all  cases  the 
treatment  was  successful. 

Rat  and  mouse  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  application  of 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  approved  methods.  Rat  infestations 
are  graded  according  to  estimated  numbers  into  “  reservoir,”  “  major  ”  and 
“  minor  ”  infestations.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  are  no  reservoir 
or  major  infestations  in  the  area.  The  sewers  within  the  district  are  remarkably 
free  from  rat  infestation. 

All  services  of  rat  and  mouse  destruction  are  offered  to  the  public  free 
of  charge. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District.  All  slaughtering 
of  food  animals  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Public  Abattoir,  Bondgate, 
in  accordance  with  the  Government  Scheme  of  centralized  slaughtering. 
Under  this  scheme  all  meat  sold  in  Otley  Urban,  Wharfedale  Rural  and 
Aireborough  Urban  Districts  is  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir. 

All  animals  brought  to  the  abattoir  are  (with  very  few  exceptions) 
examined  by  your  meat  inspector  before  slaughter.  After  slaughter  the 
carcases  and  all  organs  (without  exception)  are  thoroughly  examined,  and  all 
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unsound,  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  meat  is  rejected.  During  1950  this  work 
involved  the  examination  of  11,239  food  animals,  2,754  condemnations  and 
the  rejection  of  40  tons  15  cwts.  3  qtrs.  15  lbs.  of  meat. 

The  scheme  of  centralized  slaughter  which  started  as  a  wartime  measure 
in  1940  and  controls  the  meat  supply  of  the  district  from  the  buying  of 
live  animals  to  the  distribution  to  the  butchers’  shops’  still  continues. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  purchases  food  animals  at  the  Cattle  Markets  and 
delivers  to  the  Abattoir.  There  I  have  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
live  animals  as  a  preliminary  to  the  later  inspection  of  the  carcase  and  offals. 
The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  Manager  is  responsible  for  the  super¬ 
vision  of  slaughtering  and  dressing.  At  this  stage  it  is  my  duty  as  your 
Meat  and  Foods  Inspector  to  examine  all  carcase  and  offals  and  reject  any 
meat  which  is  unsound,  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Sound  meat  is  then  graded  for  quality  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager 
and  the  representative  of  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association.  The  meat 
is  then  allocated  to  the  butchers  through  the  Butchers’  Association,  who  are 
then  responsible  for  its  distribution  to  the  retail  butcher  according  to  his  Food 
Office  permits. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  cordial  co-operation  between  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  The  W.M.S.A.,  the  Butchers’  Association  and  this  Department  has 
existed  at  all  times  throughout  the  year. 

Casual  animals  receive  the  same  treatment  as  allocated  animals,  except 
of  course  that  casual  animals  are  not  purchased  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
until  pronounced  fit  for  food.  All  casual  animals  condemned  as  unfit  for 
food  are  a  total  loss  to  the  owner. 

In  addition  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering,  private  owners  may 
use  the  Public  Abattoir  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cottager  pigs  and 
non-controlled  food  animals  (e.g.,  goats),  for  which  a  fee  of  two  shillings  per 
pig  and  sixpence  per  goat  is  charged. 

During  the  year  a  portion  of  the  Abattoir  yard  was  re-surfaced, 
but  cement  supplies  difficulties  prevented  further  work  being  carried  out. 

One  very  notable  improvement  during  the  year  was  the  provision  by 
the  Otley  Butchers’  Association  of  a  hygienic  meat  container  fixed  to  the 
delivery  vehicle  for  the  transport  of  meat  between  the  Abattoir  and  the 
retail  butchers’  shops.  The  meat  container  is  lined  with  polished  aluminium 
sheet  and  provided  with  side  loading  doors,  hanging  hooks,  duck  boards  and 
ventilators.  The  container  is  easily  cleansed  and  gives  full  protection  for  meat 
in  transit. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


Year 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

Total 

By  Ministry  of  Food  .  . 

1950 

2,305 

1,583 

6,765 

474 

_ 

11,127 

1949 

1,813 

1,254 

6,386 

431 

— 

9,884 

1948 

1,809 

414 

5,424 

199 

— 

7,846 

1947 

1,879 

270 

4,991 

61 

— 

7,201 

By  Private  Owners 

1950 

107 

5 

112 

1949 

182 

49 

231 

1948 

161 

29 

190 

1947 

121 

46 

167 

Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1950  the  total  animals  slaughtered  at 
the  Abattoir  was  11,239,  as  against  10,115  in  1949,  8,036  in  1948  and  7,368 
in  1947. 

The  number  of  casualty  animals  for  the  year  1950  (included  in  the 
figures  in  the  table  above)  was  1,152,  made  up  of  263  cattle,  91  sheep, 
524  calves  and  274  pigs. 

The  casualty  figure  remains  high,  representing  about  22  animals  per  week. 
It  must  be  emphasised  that  the  inspection  of  casualty  animals  calls  for 
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detailed  and  careful  examination  so  as  to  ensure  that  only  meat  which  is 
in  all  respects  fit  for  human  food  reaches  the  consumer.  Throughout  the  year 
in  quite  a  few  cases  owners  have  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  my  condemnations 
of  their  animals,  and  it  has  been  my  duty  to  explain  to  them  my  reasons  for 
condemnation.  Usually  such  explanation  has  sufficed.  In  all  the  cases  in  which 
the  owner  of  an  animal  has  requested  his  veterinary  surgeon  to  visit  and 
examine  the  carcase  at  the  Abattoir  every  facility  has  been  made  available 
for  such  inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon.  In  all  such  cases  during  the 
year  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  has  upheld  my  decision. 

MEAT  DISTRIBUTED  FROM  THE  ABATTOIR 

In  addition  to  home-killed  meat,  727  tons  15  cwts.  65^  lbs.  of  imported 
meat  and  offals  were  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir.  This,  added  to  the  weight 
of  home-killed  meat  (866  tons  6  cwts.  51  lbs.),  gives  a  grand  total  of 
1,594  tons  2  cwt.  44  lbs.  for  the  year,  as  against  a  total  of  1,288  tons  1  cwt. 
20  lbs.  for  1949. 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  species  of  animals  and  the 
number  of  whole  carcases  or  parts  condemned  for  tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

l 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed.. 

1,811 

494 

1,583 

Cl 

Cl 

Cn 

474 

Number  inspected 

1,81 1 

494 

1,583 

6,765 

474 

All  diseases  (except  Tuber¬ 
culosis),  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

16 

27 

81 

30 

16 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

534 

145 

7 

136 

106 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  and  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

3037 

34-81 

5  "55 

2-45 

25-73 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

40 

5 

Nil 

4 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

164 

107 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

971 

29  75 

•31 

Nil 

717 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

Beef  and  Offals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  78,268  lbs. 


Veal  and  Offals 
Mutton  and  Offals 
Pork  and  Offals 
Goat  and  Offals 
Tinned  Foods 
Other  Foods  .  . 

34  Bottles  of  Orange  Squash 

or  40  tons  15  cwts.  3  qtrs.,  15  lbs. 


4,793  lbs. 
2,402  lbs. 
4,996  lbs. 

3974  lbs. 
5224  lbs. 

91,379  lbs. 
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REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION  OF  FOODS 

Cattle  ' 


Tuberculosis  (Generalised) 

26,226  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  (Localised) 

11,561  lbs. 

Tuberculosis,  Cirrhosis  and  Mastitis 

35  lbs. 

Tuberculosis,  Angioma  and  Mastitis 

33  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysts 

40  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation 

3,742  lbs 

Tuberculosis  Adhesions 

36  lbs. 

Bruised,  Fractured  Pelvis 

300  lbs. 

Angioma 

208  lbs. 

Inflammation 

986  lbs. 

Cysts 

600  lbs. 

Enlarged 

2  lbs. 

Septic  Metritis 

546  lbs. 

Emaciation 

4,964  lbs. 

Extensive  Bruising,  pneumonia,  moribund  and  badlv  set 

560  lbs. 

Pericarditis  and  Moribund 

460  lbs. 

Decomposed 

36  lbs. 

Withered 

86  lbs. 

Calloused 

10  lbs. 

Johnes  Disease,  emaciation  and  uremia 

410  lbs. 

Cirrhosis 

7,476  lbs. 

Mastitis 

601  lbs. 

Nephritis 

536  lbs. 

Cirrhosis  and  Mastitis 

305  lbs. 

Bruised 

2,991  lbs. 

Fevered  and  Badly  Set 

1,368  lbs. 

Actinomycosis 

180  lbs. 

Septicaemia 

2,466  lbs. 

Abscess 

1,920  lbs. 

Johnes  Disease 

802  lbs. 

Septic  Intoxication 

1,558  lbs. 

Thickened  and  Inflamed 

35  lbs. 

Mastitis,  Pleurisy,  Emaciation  and  Badly  Set 

563  lbs. 

Wired,  Fevered  and  Badly  Set 

456  lbs. 

Fatty  Infiltration 

194  lbs. 

Dilated  and  Inflamed 

3  lbs. 

Heated — internal  decomposition  .  . 

916  lbs. 

Necrosis 

13  lbs. 

Septic  Pericarditis 

716  lbs. 

Septic  Peritonitis 

998  lbs. 

Gangrene  of  Udder  and  Fevered  .  . 

582  lbs. 

Pneumonia 

16  lbs. 

Heated 

37  lbs. 

Emaciated,  Johnes  Disease,  Abscess  and 

Fevered 

748  lbs. 

Medicine  Taint 

482  lbs. 

Emphysemia 

8  lbs. 

Pyaemia 

462  lbs. 

Fatty  Degeneration 

13  lbs. 

Uremia 

636  lbs. 

Actinobacillosis 

60  lbs. 

Emaciated  and  Jaundiced  .  . 

386  lbs. 

78,368  lbs. 
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Sheep 


Cirrhosis  .  .  .  . 

Cysts  and  Cirrhosis 
Emaciated  and  Badly  Set 
Inflammation 
Dropsy 

Cirrhosis  and  Abscess 
Abscess  Attachment 
Bruised 
Fevered 

Bruised,  Serous  Infiltration,  mauled  by  dog 
Ruptured 

Septic  Intoxication 
Emaciated  and  Dropsy 
E»y£tokia 

Internal  Decomposition 
Moribund 

Abscess,  Cysts  and  Cirrhosis 
Cangrenous  Pneumonia 
Congestion 

Broken  Limb,  Emaciation  and  Badly  Set 
Decomposed,  Extensive  Black  Mould 
Calloused 
Pyaemia 

Fevered  and  Emaciated 


Pigs 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised)  .  . 

Tuberculosis  (Localised) 

Broken  Iamb — bruised 
Inflammation 
Cirrhosis 

Inflammation  and  Cirrhosis 
Emaciation  and  Dropsy 
Septicaemia 

Congestion,  Ruptured  Kidney 
Uremia 
Abscess 
Ruptured 

Fevered  and  Moribund 
Mastitis 
Pyaemia 
Enlarged  Joints 
Septic  Peritonitis 
Inflamed  and  Bruised 
Moribund 
Decomposed 
Swine  Erysipelas  and  Gangrenous  Pneumonia 
Congested 
Septic  Pneumonia 
Fevered  and  Badly  Set 
Severe  Emaciation 
Pneumonia  and  Cirrhosis  .  . 

Internal  Decomposition  of  Intestines 


139 

lbs. 

164 

lbs. 

224 

lbs. 

20 

lbs. 

1S4 

lbs. 

4 

lbs. 

5 

lbs. 

129 

lbs. 

37 

lbs. 

57 

lbs. 

41 

lbs. 

105 

lbs. 

413 

lbs. 

4 

lbs. 

332 

lbs. 

100 

lbs. 

8 

lbs. 

87 

lbs. 

9 

lbs. 

52 

lbs. 

108 

lbs. 

15 

lbs. 

88 

lbs. 

77  lbs. 


2,402 

lbs. 

901 

lbs. 

503 

lbs. 

232 

lbs. 

553 

lbs. 

38 

lbs. 

203 

lbs. 

113 

lbs. 

238 

lbs. 

24 

lbs. 

214 

lbs. 

34 

lbs. 

7 

lbs. 

59 

lbs. 

10 

lbs. 

412 

lbs. 

5 

lbs. 

344 

lbs. 

14 

lbs. 

182 

lbs. 

252 

lbs. 

329 

lbs. 

44 

lbs. 

122 

lbs. 

45 

lbs. 

18 

lbs. 

9 

lbs. 

91 

lbs. 

4,996 

lbs. 
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Tuberculosis  (Generalised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  432  lbs. 

Moribund  and  Badly  Bled .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  237  lbs. 

Moribund  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  711  lbs. 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  98  lbs. 

Fevered  and  Badly  Set  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  660  lbs. 

Bruised,  broken  limb  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17  lbs. 

Badly  Set  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33  lbs. 

Bruised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  187  lbs. 

Immature  and  Badly  Set  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  214  lbs.. 

Emaciated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  114  lbs. 

Joint  Ill  and  Septic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67  lbs. 

Badly  Set  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  216  lbs. 

Jaundice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  315  lbs. 

Uremia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  97  lbs. 

Badly  Bled  and  Enlarged  joints  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95  lbs. 

Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  lbs. 

Inflammation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37  lbs. 

Emaciation  and  Dropsy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41  lbs. 

Emaciation  and  Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40  lbs. 

Emaciation  and  Fevered  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  117  lbs. 

Medicine  Taint  and  Emaciation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49  lbs. 

Emaciated  and  Bruised  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  128  lbs. 

Internal  Bruising  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25  lbs. 

Immature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  132  lbs. 

Decomposed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  lbs. 

Fevered  and  Badly  Bled  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  417  lbs. 

Pneumonia  and  Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63  lbs. 

Nephritis  and  Uremia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44  lbs. 

Immature  and  Inflammation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  47  lbs. 

Wet  and  Badly  Set.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  152  lbs. 


4,793  lbs. 


Other  Foods 

Tinned  Food — decomposed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  623  lbs. 

Sweets,  damaged  by  flood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  lbs. 

Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84  lbs. 

Orange  Squash — 34  bottles.  . 

Bacon — decomposed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  j  lbs. 

Cake — mouldy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54^-  lbs. 

Chocolates — maggotty  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15  lbs. 

Sweetphat — rancid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21  lbs. 

Sugar — contaminated  with  disinfectant  ..  ..  '  .  .  140  lbs. 


950  lbs. 


All  meat  and  oflals  condemnated  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  are 
stained  green  before  leaving  the  Abattoir.  This  is  a  precautionary  measure 
to  try  to  ensure  that  the  condemned  foods  are  not  used  for  human  food.  The 
meat  so  treated  is  then  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  approved  contractors 
for  conversion  into  fats,  glue,  bonemeal  fertilizers,  etc. 

Other  condemned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  burying  at  Ings  Tip. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  are  humanely  stunned  by 
“Cash  captive  bolt  pistol  ”  prior  to  slaughter. 
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The  Council  provides  the  pistols  for  use  at  the  Abattoir  and  during  the 
year  two  were  in  regular  use  and  two  held  in  stock.  Shots  (14  and  2  grain 
blank  cartridges)  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  charged  to  the  Otley 
Butchers’  Association.  The  firearms  certificate  for  the  pistols  is  held  by 
your  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

All  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  Abattoir  are  fully  experienced  in  the 
use  of  the  gun  and  are  duly  licensed  to  perform  the  duty  of  stunning. 
There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  regarding  the  handling  of  animals 
throughout  the  year. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  38. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  also 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds  is  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  is  the  duty  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (since  1st  October,  1949).  It  is  disturbing 
to  note  that  since  the  Ministry  took  over  it  would  appear  that  no  regular  cow¬ 
shed  inspections  are  made  to  other  than  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  and  “Accredited” 
farms.  The  supervision  of  the  distribution  of  milk  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Local  Authority  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  32  milk  distributors  were 
registered  within  the  area. 

Twenty -six  dealers’  licences  and  five  supplementary  licences  were 
issued  by  the  Council  for  the  letailing  of  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  Two  licences  were  for 
the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  16  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  Milk,  and  13  for  the  sale  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  iNIilk. 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  one  new  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  recorded.  Total  registrations  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  21. 

The  difficulties  encountered  with  itinerate  vendors  of  ice  cream  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  last  annual  report  were  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  the  Skyrack  area  and,  as  a  result,  the  following  requirements 
to  be  observed  by  persons  selling  ice  cream  from  stalls,  carts,  barrows,  etc., 
were  formulated,  and  duly  approved  by  this  Authority  :  — 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM  FROM 
OPEN  AIR  STALLS,  VEHICLES,  BARROWS  AND  OTHER 
POINTS 

I.  OPEN-AIR  STALLS 

All  open-air  stalls  shall  be  fitted  with  an  overall  roof  covering 
to  protect  the  retailing  unit  from  dirt,  dust  or  other  contamination. 
The  front,  back  and  sides  shall  be  suitably  screened  and  provided 
with  serving  hatches.  All  construction  shall  be  of  approved  materials. 

2  VEHICLES 

All  vehicles  shall  be  similarly  provided  with  overall  roof  and 
shall  be  covered  at  the  front,  back  and  sides  and  fitted  with  suitable 
service  hatches.  There  shall  be  provided  a  partition  extending  from 
floor  to  ceiling  between  the  ice  cream  sales  space  and  the  driving 
space  as  a  protection  against  the  entrance  of  dust,  dirt  or  other 
contamination.  Provision  may  be  made  for  a  connecting  door  to  be 
fitted  in  the  partition. 
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3.  BARROWS  AND  OTHER  VEHICLES 

All  barrows  or  other  vehicles  shall  be  fitted  with  an  overall  cover, 
fitted  with  a  service  hatch. 

4.  All  stalls,  vehicles  and  barrows  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  allow 
for  thorough  daily  cleansing  and  shall  be  kept  in  a  sound  structural 
condition.  Strict  cleanliness  shall  be  maintained  at  all  times. 

5.  Where  ice  cream  is  sold  in  a  street  or  other  place  of  public  resort 
from  a  stall,  cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle  or  from  a  basket,  pail,  tray 
or  other  container  used  without  a  stall  or  vehicle,  every  dealer  shall 
have  his  name  and  address  legibly  and  conspicuously  displayed  on 
the  stall,  vehicle  or  other  container,  as  the  case  may  be. 

6.  Every  person  engaged  in  the  sale  of  ice  cream  shall  be  provided  with 
a  sufficient  supply  of  constant  hot  water,  soap,  nail  brush  and  towels 
for  the  washing  of  hands. 

7.  A  sufficient  supply  of  a  fresh  solution  of  sodium  hypochlorite  or 
other  approved  chemical  sterilizing  agent  shall  be  provided  and  all 
apparatus  and  utensils  brought  in  contact  with  ice  cream  shall  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  immediately  after  use  and  shall  be  kept  clean 
at  all  times.  The  solution  in  any  container  used  for  the  rinsing  of 
utensils  or  apparatus  shall  be  changed  as  often  as  may  be  necessary 
to  ensure  proper  cleansing  of  utensils  after  use. 

8.  There  shall  be  provided  suitable  receptacles  or  accommodation  for 
the  storage  of  ice  cream,  biscuits,  cornets,  etc.,  and  ice  cream 
utensils. 

9.  All  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  ice  cream  shall  observe  strict 
cleanliness  in  regard  to  their  persons  and  their  clothing  and  shall 
take  all  other  precautions  which  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  risk 
of  contamination  to  the  ice  cream  on  sale.  A  clean,  washable  overall 
and  head  covering  shall  be  worn  by  persons  carrying  out  the  sale  of 
ice  cream. 

10.  A  person  shall  not  handle  or  sell  ice  cream  while  suffering  from  any 
condition  likely  to  convey  any  cutaneous  infections  or  contagious 
disease. 

11.  Premises  which  are  being  used  for  the  storage  of  utensils  and  for 
the  storage  of  ice  cream  left  over  after  sale  from  the  stalls,  vehicles, 
etc.,  shall  be  suitable  for  registration  and  shall  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.” 

The  setting  of  such  standards  for  the  guidance  of  ice  cream  sellers, 
together  with  the  co-operation  of  neighbouring  authorities,  has  done  much 
to  improve  the  mobile  selling  points  within  the  area. 


BAKEHOUSES,  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS,  CAFES,  Etc. 

Visits  to  these  premises  have  not  been  so  frequent  as  is  desired  because 
of  pressure  of  other  work.  Fortunately  these  establishments  are  usually 
well  managed  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  cafe  premises,  no  real  trouble 
has  been  encountered  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  felt,  however,  that  extra  visits  are  necessary,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  in  June  of  this  year  the  Council  adopted  “  Clean  Food  ”  bye¬ 
laws.  Obviously  if  the  Council  deem  it  necessary  to  adopt  “  Clean  Food  ” 
bye-laws,  then  the  application  of  those  bye-laws  is  also  deemed  to  be  necessary, 
but  only  at  the  expense  of  other  equally  important  work  can  I,  single-handed, 
find  time  to  apply  the  bye-laws.  One  further  point  on  “  Clean  Food  ”  bye-laws 
which  I  tried  to  make  clear  to  the  Committee  is  that  these  bye-laws  apply 
also  to  our  Markets,  and  attention  is  now  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  the  usual 
Friday  market,  food  stalls  unprovided  with  impervious  display  counters  or 
protection  at  top,  back  and  sides  are  placed  in  the  gutter  of  our  main  street. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE  RECOVERY 


Early  in  the  year  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  refuse  collection 
services  in  the  town  was  considered  by  the  Committee  and  approved  by 
the  Council. 

Briefly,  it  was  found  that  the  division  of  the  town  into  two  areas  in 
1945  had,  by  additional  buildings  and  a  reducing  of  the  working  week  from 
47  to  44  hours,  become  unbalanced.  The  areas  for  the  two  refuse  collection 
vehicles  were  redefined  and  an  additional  loader  employed.  Since  that  change 
improvement  has  been  noted,  although  even  yet  holidays,  labour  shortages 
and  sickness  incidence  still  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  regularity  of  the 
service. 

A  service  varying  from  seven  to  eight  days  was  maintained,  in  addition 
to  which  shops  refuse  was  collected  each  Thursday. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  removal  of  trades  refuse  from  shops,  business 
premises,  etc. 

In  February,  a  firm  of  estate  agents  in  the  town  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Council  drawing  attention  to  certain  court  cases  on  the  liabilities  of  owners 
or  occupiers  for  the  provision  of  dustbins,  also  pointing  out  the  desirability 
of  a  “  municipal  ”  bin  scheme  whereby  the  Local  Authority  provided  dust¬ 
bins  as  necessary.  A  brief  report  on  the  law  relating  to  the  provision  of 
dustbins,  extracts  from  law  reports  and  points  to  be  considered  on  setting  up 
a  “  municipal  ”  bin  scheme  was  prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  After  due  deliberation  the  Committee  decided  that  the  present 
procedure  (service  of  notice  on  the  owner  or  occupier  as  necessary)  be 
continued  and  that  no  action  be  taken  for  the  setting  up  of  a  municipal  bin 
scheme. 

Regular  supervision  of  the  refuse  collection  services  and  disposal  points 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  service  comprised  the  following  staff  and  equipment  :  — 

Refuse  Collection  :  One  Karrier  Bantam  7  cu.  yds.  refuse  vehicle  fitted, 

with  salvage  trailer,  with  driver  and  three  loaders, 
for  No.  1  district  East  of  Ivirkgate. 

One  Karrier  Bantam,  7  cu.  yds.  refuse  vehicle,  fitted 
with  salvage  trailer,  with  driver  and  three  loaders,  for 
No.  2  district  West  of  Kirkgate. 

Refuse  Disposal:  One  man  (full  time)  and  one  man  (part  time). 

Salvage  Recovery:  One  man  (part  time). 

A  total  of  10  men  and  two  vehicles. 

Refuse  collection  vehicle  Karrier  No.  1  proved  unreliable  during  the 
year.  Trouble  was  experienced  with  engine,  transmission,  brakes  and  tipping 
gear,  and  the  bodywork  was  well  worn.  After  due  consideration  the  Committee 
decided  to  place  an  order  for  a  new  Karrier  vehicle  forthwith,  so  as  to  ensure 
delivery  of  the  vehicle  for  the  financial  period  1951/52. 

Wages  and  conditions  of  the  workmen  are  in  accordance  with  the 
National  Union  of  Public  Employees  trades  union  rules.  Protective  clothing 
(overalls)  have  been  provided  by  the  Council  for  many  years,  but  this  year 
it  was  decided  that  the  staff  handling  refuse  (drivers,  loaders  and  tipmen) 
should  be  provided  with  further  protective  clothing,  including  waterproof 
sou ’-westers,  jacket,  leggings,  Wellington  boots  and  gloves. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  2,454  loads  of  refuse  was  collected. 
This  represents  a  weight  (estimated  from  actual  weights  of  check  loads)  of 
4,541  tons,  the  result  of  164,418  visits  to  premises  and  8,346  vehicle  miles 
running. 

Ings  Tip  continued  to  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  Throughout 
the  year  every  attempt  was  made  to  carry  out  controlled  tipping,  but  due  to 
lack  of  man  power  and  suitable  covering  material,  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  and  tip  fires  have  occurred.  Despite  warning 
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notices  on  the  tip  boundaries,  many  persons  venture  on  to  the  tip  area  after 
working  hours  and  at  week-ends.  These  persons  I  feel  sure  are  responsible 
for  much  of  the  damage  and  interference  with  tipping  that  occurs  on  the  tip. 

During  the  year  Police  apprehended  two  youths  for  pilfering  from  the 
tip,  but  this  does  not  seem  to  have  deterred  others. 

The  salvaging  of  waste  paper,  metals,  rags,  carpets  and  string  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  slump  in  salvaged  paper  experienced  during  1949 
had  not  improved  at  the  beginning  of  1950.  However,  about  May,  1950, 
the  salvaged  paper  market  showed  improvement  and  a  contract  for  all  our 
salvaged  paper  was  entered  into  with  Messrs.  J.  Shaw  &  Sons,  Bradford. 

The  disposal  of  other  salvaged  articles  was  not  easy  and  disposal  of 
uneconomic  scrap  (old  dustbins,  cisterns  and  other  light  metal  articles)  was 
impossible. 


However,  despite 

difficulties,  an 

income  of  4385  10s.  04 

d.  was 

made 

from  salvage,  as  shown 

below  : — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

5. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

•  •  .  . 

60 

16 

0 

0 

352 

7 

94 

Waste  Bones 

.  •  •  • 

1 

17 

1 

14 

10 

14 

9 

Scrap  Iron 

1 

15 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Rags 

— 

17 

2 

0 

13 

2 

6 

Carpets  .  . 

.  . 

— 

6 

0 

0 

18 

0 

String 

.  . 

— 

4 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Bagging  .  . 

.  . 

— 

3 

0 

0 

15 

0 

65 

18 

3 

14 

7)385 

10 

ii  l 

:|  O'  1 

II  wh1  ] 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Again  the  public  conveniences  in  the  town  have  proved  to  be  inadequate, 
unsuitable  and  the  cause  of  concern  throughout  the  year.  As  usual,  wilful 
abuse  and  foul  conditions  have  been  noted,  despite  regular  cleaning  at  least 
twice  per  day. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Market  Place  conveniences  are  obsolete  and 
inadequate  and  their  replacement  with  modern  conveniences  should  be 
a  priority. 

Crossgate  conveniences  are  totally  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  influx 
of  persons  to  the  ’bus  station. 

The  public  urinals  at  the  “  Fleece,”  Westgate,  and  at  Garnett  Street, 
are  obsolete  and  difficult  to  keep  clean. 

However,  the  planning  of  new  conveniences  in  Newmarket  to  replace 
the  Market  Place  conveniences  is  proceeding. 

Mention  was  made  in  1949  of  the  possibility  of  erecting  conveniences 
on  The  Licks,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  proceeded  no  further. 

Taken  generally,  the  Town  is  not  well  provided  with  conveniences. 

FACTORIES 

The  number  of  factories  within  the  Urban  District  is  90,  of  which  80 
are  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  10  without  mechanical  power. 

In  factories  without  mechanical  power  the  Local  Authority  is  responsible 
for  inspection  and  supervision  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  drainage  of  floors,  sanitary  conveniences  and  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  as  defined  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

In  factories  with  mechanical  power  the  Local  Authority  is  responsible 
only  for  inspection  and  supervision  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  Other  matters  in  power  factories  are  the  concern  of 
H.M.  Factories  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  three  certificates  were  issued  under  Section  34  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  for  provision  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire. 
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Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1 .  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

7 

2  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authoritv 

j 

80 

43 

3  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Out-workers’premises) 

' 

Total 

90 

50 

_ 

1  - 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 


were 

found 

Particulars 

Referred 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

Sanitary  Conveniencies 
'  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

24 

24 

— - 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  outwork) 

n 

i 

7 

Total 

31 

31 

— - 

—  1  — 

Forty-seven  persons  were  employed  on  outwork,  three  of  whom  were 
employed  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  44  were  carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons  and  miscellaneous  goods. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 


Thirty-seven  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
and  petroleum  mixtures  during  the  year. 

Petroleum  spirit  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  is  defined  as  a  product  of 
petroleum  or  mixture  containing  petroleum  which,  when  tested  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  or  under  the  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928, 
gives  off  an  inflammable  vapour  at  a  temperature  of  less  than  73  degrees 
Fahrenheit.  Carbide  of  Calcium  and  Cellulose  mixtures  are  included  in  the 
definition  of  petroleum. 

The  whole  of  the  licences  allow  for  the  storage  of 

32,900  gallons  of  petrol. 

575  gallons  of  cellulose  solution. 

168  pounds  of  calcium  carbide. 

No  breach  of  the  Act  was  met  with  during  the  several  visits  of  inspections 
made  to  these  licensed  premises. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

During  the  year  27  visits  were  made  to  retail  shops  under  the  above 
Act.  Five  defects  were  found  and  remedied  as  hereunder  : — 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Lighting  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


HACKNEY  CARRIAGES 

Seven  Hackney  Carriage  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  and 
20  Hackney  Carriage  Driver’s  Licences  were  issued. 

All  vehicles  are  first  inspected  by  the  West  Riding  Constabulary  for 
mechanical  soundness  and  licences  are  withheld  until  a  certificate  of  suitability 
is  received. 

Drivers  must  satisfy  the  West  Riding  Constabulary  as  to  their  driving 
capability  and  a  certificate  of  suitability  must  be  received  by  this  Authority 
before  a  licence  is  granted. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  for  the  control  of  Hackney  Carriages, 
nor  is  there  a  specified  taxi  rank  within  the  area.  The  Council  prescribe  the 
fares  to  be  charged  and  the  method  of  arriving  at  the  charge.  During  the 
year  the  scale  of  charges  was  revised  and  fixed  as  follows  : — 

Vehicles  licensed  Vehicles  licensed 


to  carry  1-4 

to  carry  5-7 

passengers. 

passengers. 

For  each  mile 

For  any  journey  under  one  mile 

1/6 

2/- 

a  fixed  charge  of  (this  charge 
not  to  apply  to  journeys  of 
over  one  mile) 

21- 

2/6 

Standing  time  (per  hour) 

4/6 

4/6 

12  midnight  to  6-0a.m...  ..  Double  the  charges  authorised 

above. 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Nine  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year,  as  a  result  of 
which  two  letters  of  caution  were  issued  to  offenders.  The  difficulty 
experienced  by  managements  in  obtaining  the  grade  of  fuel  most  suited  to 
their  particular  plant  and  the  need  to  accept  inferior  grades  does  to  a  large 
extent  explain  away  the  smoke  nuisance  that  has  been  suffered  by  some. 

During  the  year  Messrs.  Garnetts,  Wharfedale  Paper  Mills,  had  alterations 
made  to  their  boiler  stokers  which  have  proved  most  effective. 

A  soot  deposit  gauge  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  is 
stationed  in  the  Nursery  Gardens,  Westgate.  Thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  Harris 
for  permitting  the  use  of  this  land  for  the  purpose  of  siting  the  gauge. 
Throughout  the  year  there  was  no  interference  with  the  gauge. 

The  site  of  the  gauge  is  representative  of  the  “  industrial  ”  part  of  the 
town,  but  even  so,  the  pollution  figures  shown  compare  favourably  with 
other  townships. 

The  gauge  collecting  bottle  is  changed  monthly  and  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  analysed  by  Messrs.  Richardson  &  jaffe,  Bradford. 

In  October  apparatus  was  received  from  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
for  the  measurement  of  smoke  or  suspended  impurity  and  for  the  measurement 
of  sulphur  in  the  atmosphere. 

Smoke  and  suspended  matter  is  measured  by  the  volumetric  method, 
in  which  a  volume  of  atmosphere  is  filtered  and  measured  and  the  filter  stain 
compared  with  a  prepared  shade  card.  Unfortunately  due  to  electricity  cuts 
and  failure  of  electric  pumps  the  results  have  been  erratic  and  not  sufficiently 
reliable  to  set  down  as  records. 


Sulphur  measurement  is  achieved  by  exposing  a  specially  prepared 
surface  of  lead  peroxide  to  atmosphere  and,  at  the  end  of  one  month’s  exposure, 
the  analyst,  by  titration  determines  the  amount  of  sulphur  deposited  per  day 
on  the  prepared  surface.  It  is  hoped  to  record  the  results  in  next  year’s  report. 

The  volumetric  apparatus  is  set  up  in  the  Council  Offices  and  the  lead 


peroxide  equipment  stands  by  the  si 
Nursery  Gardens,  Westgate. 

The  records  from  the  soot  deposit 

Rainfall 


Month  (Mill.) 

January  . .  .  .  74 

February  .  .  .  .  82 

March  .  .  .  .  36 

April  .  .  .  .  70 

May  .  .  .  .  40 

June  .  .  .  .  13 

July  ..  ..  81 

August  ..  ..  116 

September  .  .  95 

October  .  .  .  .  38 

November  .  .  73 

December .  .  .  .  Coll 


of  the  soot  deposit  gauge  in  the 


gauge  are  listed  hereunder 


Tons 

per  square 

mile 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Insoluble 

Soluble 

Solids 

3-28 

6'77 

1005 

6  53 

8'38 

1491 

53 

4'36 

9  66 

349 

6'42 

9'91 

446 

4  04 

8-50 

5'90 

2-79 

8-69 

13  72 

6'60 

2032 

426 

9-50 

13-76 

5 '55 

651 

12  12 

2'75 

3  84 

6-60 

6  49 

5'94 

12-43 

g  bottle  cracked  by  frost. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  hut  at  Wharfemeadows  continued  to  be  maintained 
by  the  Council. 

During  the  holiday  season  and  at  week-ends  during  Summer  members 
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of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  attend  at  the  hut  to  render  first  aid 
to  casualties  on  Wharfemeadows  Park.  The  service  is  well  used  and  much 
valuable  work  has  been  done  by  the  ambulance  workers. 

Six  first  aid  boxes  are  maintained  by  the  Council  at  the  following  points 
in  the  area  : — 

Bradford  Road. 

Manor  Square. 

Bridge  End. 

Maypole  Square. 

Pool  Road. 

Leeds  Road. 

These  are  inspected  regularly  and  replenishments  are  made  as  necessary. 


MORTUARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  mortuary  was  used  11  times  during  1950. 

A  set  of  post  mortem  instruments  is  available  on  loan,  for  use  at  the 
mortuary,  Pool  Road,  to  authorised  persons,  on  application  to  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

The  mortuary  is  cleansed  regularly  as  a  routine  procedure  and  is  attended 
daily  when  in  use  and  thoroughly  cleansed  after  use. 
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